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 SHRIYA BISWAS 
Department of Human Development and Family Sciences, University of Delaware
116 Alison Hall
Newark, DE 19716
shriyab@udel.edu | Personal Website 
EMPLOYMENT
University of Delaware
Human Development and Family Sciences Department  
Newark, Delaware
Fall 2026           
Graduate Teaching Assistant

EDUCATION
University of Delaware                                                                                                                       August 2026 - May 2031
Newark, Delaware
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Human Development and Family Sciences

University of Delaware                                                                                                                       August 2026 - May 2028 
Newark, Delaware
Master of Science (MS) in Human Development and Family Sciences 
[M.S. en route to PhD]

Union College                                                                                                                                                 September 2022- June 2026 
Schenectady, (NY) 
Bachelor of Science (BS) in Neuroscience & Political Science 
Senior Thesis: Neuropolitics of Aging: Cognitive Decline as a Predictor of Political Attitudes and Behaviors.
Study Abroad: Marine & Terrestrial  Biology at the University of Queensland School of Biological Sciences, Australia (Fall 2025). 

RESEARCH INTERESTS

 Biopsychosocial aging | Health Equity | Epidemiology | Brain–Behavior Relationships

PUBLICATIONS UNDER REVIEW 

1. Ferguson, G., Biswas, S., Mogle, J., & Scott, S. B. The Idiosyncrasy of Emotion Language: Use and Understanding of Researcher-Provided and Self-Generated Affect Adjectives.

2. Biswas, S .,*  Ahamed, S.M .,*  & Mahajan, S. What Feels Human—Exploring Student Folk Theories and Machine Heuristics in Parsing Text. 
* denotes equal contribution


PUBLICATIONS IN PREPARATION 

1. Biswas, S.,*  Pitera, J.,*  & Mahajan, S. How Do Students Really Use AI? Researching Student AI Use at a Small Liberal Arts College.  * denotes equal contribution

2. Biswas, S., & Ferguson, G. Neuropolitics of Aging: Cognitive Decline as a Predictor of Political Attitudes.

AWARDS/RECOGNITIONS
University of Delaware [ 2026 - present] 
1. Behavioral and Social Sciences (BSS) Student Travel Stipend, Gerontological Society of America (GSA)  [$250]
Union College [ 2023 - 2026] 
1. Selected participant, Neuroscience Initiative for Education & Discovery (NIED), University of California, Davis, 2026 [Fully funded travel, accommodation, and meals]
2. 2026 Harvard New England Science Symposium (NESS) Travel Award [$450]
3. Union College Student Conference Travel Grant (2x) [$500 in total]
4. Invited panelist for TI Steinmetz Day Special Session at the 36th Annual Steinmetz Symposium, 2026. 
5. Harvard Biomedical Sciences Student Educational Scholarship [$1000]
6. Kelly M. Williams Term Abroad  Fellowship [$1092]
7. Union College Templeton Institute Summer Research Fellowship [$4,800]
8. Union College Student Research Grant [$500]
9. Union College Student Conference Travel Grant [$900]
10. Harvard Biomedical Sciences Student Conference Travel Fund Award [$750]
11. Union College Sciortino Summer Research Fellowship [$3,600]
12. Mixer Ainlay Mini-Term Fellowship [$3000]
13. Dean’s List 2022-2023

RESEARCH AT UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE
Graduate Research Assistant, University of Delaware, Human Development and Family Sciences Department
August  2026 - present 
Research Advisor:  Dr. Heather Farmer
Research Focus: Biopsychological Aging, Cognitive Health, and Social determinants of health. 

Graduate Research Assistant, University of Delaware, Human Development and Family Sciences Department
August  2026 - present 
Research Advisors: Dr. Eric Layland, Dr. Melissa Gordon & Dr. Heather Farmer
Research Focus: Stress & Resilience, Biobehavioral Health, Mental Health, and Health Equity/Disparities.

OTHER WRITING 

1. Biswas, S. (2026, September 21). Can bilingualism help the brain age better? CogBites. 
2. Pfender, E., & Biswas, S. (2026, September 1). The health advice you can’t forget: What health messages stick on social media? Substack
3. Biswas, S. (2026, August 10). Not just pests: What do cockroaches teach us about learning and memory? CogBites

RESEARCH AT UNION COLLEGE
Senior Thesis Researcher, Union College Neuroscience & Political Science Departments September 2025 - June 2026 
Research Advisors: Dr. Zoe Oxley & Dr. Giselle Ferguson
Research Focus: Aging, Cognitive Decline, Political Psychology & Political Decision-making. 

Templeton Research Fellow, Union College Computer Science Department, 2025-2026                                                         
March 2025 - June 2026        
Research Advisor: Dr. Shruti Mahajan
Research Focus: Human -AI Interaction, Cognitive Neuroscience & Decision-Making.

Independent Research Study Student, Union College Schaffer Library
January 2026- June 2026                                                                                      
Research Advisors: Jenna Pitera & Dr. Shruti Mahajan
Research Focus: AI in ESL & Teaching. 

Data Analyst Intern, Union College Mathematics Department 
September 2024 - March 2026                                                                                                                                                
Research Advisor: Dr. Jue Wang
Research Focus: Metastatic Breast Cancer, Terminal Diseases, & Health Disparities. 

Lab Assistant, Union College Neuroscience Program     
January 2024 - March 2025                                                         
Research Advisor: Dr. Zach Buchin
Research Focus: Memory, Retrieval, Metacognition & Attention. 

RESEARCH TRAINING AT EXTERNAL INSTITUTIONS
Research Fellow, MedStar Health 
January 2026 - June 2026                                                         
Research Focus: Cancer pain management, qualitative health research, patient decision-making, and health communication.

Summer Research Intern, Manna Laboratory, Ohio State University  
June 2025 - September 2025                                                         
Research Advisor: Dr. Premashis Manna 
Research Focus: Computational approaches to neuroscience, brain imaging, and biological data analysis.

Visiting Research Assistant, Health and Aging from Multicultural Perspectives Lab, University of Kentucky College of Medicine   
September 2024 - June 2025                                                         
Research Advisor: Dr. Darlingtina Esiaka
Research Focus: Alzheimer's disease risk factors, aging, neuroepidemiology, and population health.



INVITED TALKS/ GUEST PRESENTATIONS
November 2026 [upcoming]
Harvard Medical School Office for Culture and Community Engagement & Biomedical Science Careers Program, Invited Student Panelist
Participate as a panelist in the 2026 Skills Workshops for College and High School Students, sharing my educational journey and guidance on navigating college, graduate education, and STEM career pathways with high school, college, and post-baccalaureate students.

October 2026 [upcoming]
Skype a Scientist, Virtual guest scientist at Pentwater Public Schools
Lead a virtual guest session for high school Anatomy & Physiology students connecting neuroscience research, the nervous system, and brain anatomy with pathways to graduate education and careers in STEM.

September 2026 [upcoming]
UD Human Development & Family Sciences Department, HDFS 202: Diversity & Families
Design and deliver a guest lecture on Ageism for UD undergraduate students. 

July 2026
Research Girl, Science Saturdays Summer Lecture Series
Presented on undergraduate research experiences, preparing for graduate school, and pursuing a PhD. View Lecture Here

May 2026
Union College, TI Steinmetz Day Special Session, 36th Annual Steinmetz Symposium 
Invited Presenter: “What Makes Text Feel Human?: Exploring the Cues of AI Content Recognition.” View Poster Here

November 2024
Union College, Chemistry Department Reception Poster Session Invited Presenter: “Development of Inhibitors Targeting Fatty Acid Synthase for Cancer Treatment.”

PRESENTATIONS [posters and oral presentations.]
Biswas, S., & Pitera, J. Assumptions vs. Evidence: How Students Actually Use Generative AI and What Libraries Can Do About It. Presented at the Generative AI in Libraries (GAIL) Virtual Conference. Oral Presentation. (July 2026).

Biswas, S., & Pitera, J.  Investigating AI Use Among Non-Native English Speakers in Higher Education. Presented at the ENYACRL Conference, Albany, New York. Oral Presentation. 
(May 2026).

Biswas, S., Ferguson, G., & Oxley, Z. Neuropolitics of Aging: Cognitive Decline as a Predictor of Political Attitudes and Behaviors. Steinmetz Symposium, Union College. Oral Presentation. (May 2026). 

Biswas, S., & Wang, J. Exploring Disparities in Metastatic Breast Cancer Treatment Timeliness. Presented at the New England Science Symposium, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA. Poster presentation. (March 2026), National Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR), Philadelphia, PA. Poster presentation. (April 2025), Health Disparities Think Tank Symposium. Virtual Oral Presentation.  (May 2025), Steinmetz Symposium, Union College, Schenectady,  NY. Poster presentation. ( May 2025). 

Biswas, S. & Ferguson, G.  Idiosyncrasy of Emotion Language. Boston, MA. Presented at the Eastern Psychological Association. Poster presentation. (February 2026). 

Biswas, S., & Pedizsa, L. Development of Inhibitors Targeting Fatty Acid Synthase for Cancer Treatment. Presented at the NY6 Undergraduate Research Conference, Hamilton College, Clinton, NY (October 2024), Homecoming Research Poster Session, Union College (October 2024), and Summer Research Symposium, Union College (August 2024). Poster presentation.

TEACHING & MENTORING  EXPERIENCEUniversity of Delaware (2026 -present)
1. Graduate Teaching Assistant: HDFS 202: Diversity and Families (Fall 2026)
Union College (2023 - 2026)
1. Writing Center Mentor & Coordinator ( September 2023 - June 2026)
2. AOP Summer English Tutor / Resident Advisor (2x ) (Summer 2024 & Summer 2025) 
3. Psychology Tutor (September 2024 - June 2025)
4. ResearchGirl Fall Mentor (September 2024 - December 2025)
Other Mentoring (2025-present) 
1. Research Mentor for ResearchGirl 
2. Graduate Applications Mentor for Project SHORT
3. Graduate Applications Mentor for Psychin' Out 

SCIENCE OUTREACH 
1.  - Author at envirobites, a science communication blog translating research for the general public, with a focus on the intersection of environmental factors, health, and healthy aging.
2. Author at Cogbites, a science communication blog translating cognitive science research for the general public.
3. Science Content Creator at Neuroscience For All, a platform making neuroscience accessible to a general audience.  
4. Science Communication Volunteer for Scientist Network for Advancing Policy (SNAP) Coalition
5. Science Communication Volunteer at Skype a Scientist, a science outreach program connecting scientists with student audiences.
6. STEM Pen Pal for Letters to a Pre-Scientist, connecting students with STEM professionals through science-focused letter exchanges.
7. Speaker/Mentor for ResearchGirl, a science outreach initiative promoting undergraduate research experiences and graduate education.

SKILLS & OTHERS
Languages: English, Bengali & Hindi (fully proficient)
Research Skills: 
· Research Methods: Human Subjects Research, Experimental Design, Survey Design, Mixed-Methods Research, Qualitative Coding, Thematic Analysis, Data Management, Research Ethics (IRB).
· Software & Programming: R (learning), Python (intermediate), SPSS, Qualtrics, LaTeX, Dedoose.
· Scientific Communication: Scientific Writing, Literature Review, Academic Presentations.
Interests: Gym, Writing, Tea, Coffee, Travelling.

