
Cara Cuccuini-Harmon

105 W. Cedarwood Dr.

Middletown, DE 19709

Tel. (302) 376-3816 – carach@udel.edu
EDUCATION

University of Delaware, Newark, DE

PhD student Human Development and Family Studies, Sept.2014-present

M.S. Human Development and Families Studies in Early Childhood Special Education, January 2007


Master Thesis Project: Teacher’s and Parent’s Perceptions of Bullying Young  

            Children

Advisor: Dr. Penny Low Deiner


B.S. Individual and Family Studies in Young Exceptional Children, January 1997


B.A. Psychology May 1993

HONORS AND AWARDS

2015               Kappa Omicron Nu, National Honor Society
2015

Teaching Assistantship, University of Delaware

2014               Teaching Assistantship, University of Delaware

2014               Professional Development Award

$413 for travel expenses as a co-presenter at NAECTE conference  
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES: HIGHER EDUCATION

Course Instructor, University of Delaware, Newark, DE………………….….February 2016-May 2016 

Department of Human Development and Family Studies

            HDFS 201 Life Span Development

Clinical Field Instructor, University of Delaware, Newark, DE………....……February 2016-May 2016

Department of Human Development and Family Studies

             HDFS 433 Field Experience Infants and Toddlers
Course Instructor, University of Delaware, Newark, DE……………..….August 2015-December 2015 

Department of Human Development and Family Studies

            HDFS 221 Child Development II: 3 to 10

Clinical Field Instructor, University of Delaware, Newark, DE…………August 2015-November 2015
Department of Human Development and Family Studies

             HDFS 432 Field Experience Kindergarten to Grade 2 
Graduate Research Assistant, University of Delaware, Newark, DE……….….….January 2014-present
Department of Human Development and Family Studies Family 

Jennifer Gallo-Fox, Ph. D.


Coded video data and assisted with coding descriptors. This ongoing study examines pre-service teachers’ reflectivity and agency.
Graduate Research Assistant, University of Delaware, Newark, DE…………...October 2013-present 

Department of Human Development and Family Studies, 


Cynthia Paris, Ph. D.

            Coded video data and assisted with coding descriptors. This ongoing study examines pre-service teachers’ reflectivity and agency.
Teaching Assistant, University of Delaware, Newark, DE …………………….February 2015-May 2015

Department of Human Development and Family Studies

            Jennifer Vu, Ph. D. 

            Teaching assistant for HDFS 201 Child Development. Graded papers, assisted students with their course work, proctor exams, and guest lecturer.

Teaching Assistant, University of Delaware, Newark, DE…………………August 2014-December 2015

Department of Human Development and Family Studies


Jennifer Gallo-Fox, Ph. D.


Teaching assistant for HDFS 221 Child Development, and HDFS 413 Early Childhood Inclusive Science Curriculum and Assessment. Graded papers, assisted students with course work, proctor exams, created exam questions, and guest lecturer.

Teaching Assistant, University of Delaware, Newark, DE………………………August 2014-May 2015

Department of Human Development and Family Studies

Lynn Worden, Ph. D.

Teaching assistant for HDFS 411 Inclusive Curriculum and Assessment Infants and Toddlers, HDFS 480 Student Teaching Seminar. Grade papers, guest lecturer, provide feedback on portfolio and teaching philosophy.    

Undergraduate Student Advisor, University of Delaware, Newark, DE………August 2014-May 2015 
Department of Human Development and Family Studies


Advised undergraduate students on course selection, semester schedules, and provided information about the different majors and minors available within the department of Human Development and Family Studies.  
Research Participant, University of Delaware, Newark, DE…………….……….. January –June 2001
 Department of Psychology

           Caroll Izard, Ph. D

            Received training of the Emotions Curriculum developed by Dr. Izard and implemented this curriculum to the children in the ECAP (Early Childhood Assistance Program) that I taught in the Brandywine School District. 

Undergraduate Research Assistant, University of Delaware

Department of Psychology 

R. Exline, Ph. D

Coded data and implemented a portion of a study displaying facial pictures of different men and women in order to judge competency of the person.   This study was also completed in England and Italy to look at the role culture plays on the interpretations of facial cues and competency.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: EARLY CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCE 

Portfolio Evaluator, University of Delaware, December 2012, May 2013

Evaluate the oral defense of University of Delaware student teachers defending their portfolios as part of their requirements for completing their student teaching placement.  
Early Field Placement Supervisor, University of Delaware, October-December 2012

Responsibilities include observing University of Delaware HDFS 431 and HDFS 432 students, and providing feedback with regards to their teaching, working with team members, and interactions with parents.

Master Instructor, University of Delaware, May 2012-May 2014 

Master instructor for the Delaware Institute for Excellence in Early Childhood.  Responsibilities include providing professional development training (curriculum Level 1-4) to a variety of early childhood professionals ranging from preschool teachers, administrators, and home day-care providers. Course taught Observation and Assessment.

Student Teacher Supervisor, University of Delaware, March 2005- December 2013

Supervised approximately 30 student teachers in total.  Student teachers are in their Final, full field placement at the University of Delaware.  Placements include classroom settings from preschool to first grade. A majority of the placements include special education classroom settings with a population of children with disabilities ranging from EMH to developmental delays.   My responsibilities include assisting, critiquing, and providing feedback to student teacher’s assignments that focused on developing lesson plans, a 2 week unit, reflective assessment, progress reports, an IEP, a family event, and a core item.  Additional responsibilities include providing feedback of the student teacher implementing their lesson plans and unit in the classroom through observations.  I also work collaboratively with the cooperative teacher providing support to the teacher, and the student teacher.  

Title I Kindergarten Teacher, Brandywine School District, P.S.DuPont  

 Elementary, August 2002 to June 2004

An all-day Kindergarten classroom that addressed the needs of at-risk children from an urban setting.  These children came from families that were living below the poverty line and received assistance with housing, food, and medical needs.  My responsibilities included early diagnosis of potential developmental delays, planning and implementation of lesson plans to meet the individual needs of the children, and provide parental resources both academically and with any other home issues related to the needs of child.  

ECAP Special Education Teacher, Brandywine School District, P.S. DuPont 

Elementary, August 1997-June 2002

A four year-old integrated early childhood assistance program preschool program The goal of this program was to provide assistance to families with issues that directly impact the children’s home life and provide a preschool program that developed children’s social and academic skills necessary to be successful in Kindergarten.  My responsibilities included home visits, diagnosis of developmental delays, providing instructional assistance to those newly diagnosed or with an already existing IEP in the classroom setting, and planning and implementing units that developed the whole child and included the kindergarten readiness skills.  

Early Choices Community-based Teacher, Lake Forest School District, 
Wallace Wallin School, January 1997-June 1997


Early Intervention program that addressed the delays of three-year old children in the Colonial School District.  The delays ranged from moderate to mild developmental delays.  As a result, the goals of these children were in the toddler range.  Responsibilities included planning and implementing individual and group activities in a home, daycare, or preschool setting depending on the child’s goals and objectives.  In addition, I planned and implemented a playgroup twice a week for the children with delays and typical peers.   

PRESENTATIONS


Conference Presentations


Cuccuini-Harmon, C. (March 2016). The Impact of Play on School Achievement of Children
Living in Poverty.  Poster session for the International Conference for The Association for the Study of Play and American Association for the Child’s Right to Play in New Brunswick, NJ.  
Cuccuini-Harmon, C. & J. Gallo-Fox. (November 2014) Early Childhood Teacher Practice and Policy Reform: Implications for Developmentally Appropriate Practices and Classroom Curriculum. Paper presentation for the National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators Spring Conference in Dallas, TX. 
Cuccuini-Harmon, C. M. & Peace, J. (2013, April).  Literacy: Making connections.  Presented at DAEYC Making a Difference Conference in Dover, DE. 
Cuccuini-Harmon, C. M. & Peace, J. (2012, June) Literacy: Making Connections  

     Between Required Standards and Interactive Play Based Lessons. Presented at
     Jane Davidson Forum on Play in Newark, DE.
PUBLICATIONS

Works in Progress
Cuccuini-Harmon, C.M. & Gallo-Fox, J. K-12 Standards and Accountability Reform and Early Childhood Teacher Practice: Implications for Developmentally Appropriate Practices and Classroom Curriculum.
Cuccuini-Harmon, C. School Readiness and Children Living in Poverty.  

Cuccuini-Harmon, C. The Impact of Play on School Achievement of Children Living in Poverty. 

Textbook

Deiner, P. L. Inclusive Early Childhood Education Development, Resources, and Practice.  


Wrote vignettes for the In the Field section and provided practical knowledge. 
Professional Development


Clinical Educator Workshop (June 2015)


NAECTE Conference (November 2014)


NAEYC Conference (November 2014)

            DIEEC Workshop (January 2014)

            Instructor Curriculum Exploration for the DIEEC.
Co-teaching Train the Trainer Workshop (June 2013)

Co-teaching as best practices in student teaching two-day workshop training as presented by St. Cloud University.  Learn the co-teaching model, strategies, and techniques to train cooperative teachers and student teachers about the co-teaching model.

Rock Solid Foundations: Promoting the Social and Emotional Competencies of Young Children and Preventing Challenging Behaviors: The CSEFEL Framework Train the Trainer Workshop (July 2013)
Learn the CSEFEL framework as presented by Penn State and University of Nebraska cooperative extension. A two-day workshop training on social-emotional development as it relates to development and challenging behaviors in young children. 
DIEEC Workshop (Sept. 2012)

  
Brain Alert-Changing to Learn, Learning to Change and Instructor Curriculum Exploration: School Age Learning Environment. 

DIEEC Professional Development Seminar (June 2011)
Master Instructor Seminar.  A 25 hour (22 hours in class and 3 hours online) professional development seminar course that focused on mentoring and coaching.   
Emotions Curriculum (January-June 2001)
Implemented an emotions curriculum in the classroom developed by Dr. Caroll Izard from the University of Delaware.  Implemented lesson plans, evaluated lesson plans, and assessed the student’s behavior as a result of this curriculum.
Cooperating Teacher (March – Dec 2000, March-May 2001, & August- October 2001).  

Supervised and evaluated 4 student teachers from the University of Delaware in their final student placement.

Professional Service

     University Service

           University of Delaware, August 2013- May 2014
The University Coteaching Workgroup, committee consisting of individuals from across all teacher programs at the university. Invited by Linda Zankowsky as a supervisor who received the St.Cloud coteaching training. Group is working to launch and development of coteaching as an initiative for student teaching placements. 
Professional Associations
National Association for the Education of Young Children
National Association for Early Childhood Teacher Educators
International Reading Association

Literacy Development in Young Children
The Association for the Study of Play

US Play Coalition
Licenses and Certification 
Delaware Teacher of early care and education (0-K) 
Early childhood special education –permanent certification

